STALEMATE OM THE MADRID  FRONT
from the line should do so In echelon along the Tagus so
that ample forces would always be available if the Reds
were to renew their offensive.
The air arm had thus been rapidly mobilised and had
crushed a dangerous attack entirely by Itself and without
the necessity of waiting for the much slower arrival of
infantry and artillery. How far this can be taken as a
lesson for future warfare depends solely on the fact that
the Red column, never dreaming of an air counter-attack,
had no anti-aircraft guns with them. Perhaps, also, the
latest model of electrically fired and controlled Russian
anti-aircraft gun, used later round Madrid^ was not then
in Red possession. This and other modern anti-aircraft
guns, used by the Nationalists, have proved so deadly to
low-flying aircraft that it would seem doubtful if It could
be hoped that the air arm would always have such instan-
taneous success. The effect of anti-aircraft guns of great
speed, range, and accuracy, was later such that it appeared
that wherever these guns were In sufficient numbers
bombing 'planes would have to fly at such a height as
\\ould render accurate bombing and accurate observation
extremely difficult.
It was evident that the Reds had been kept carefully
informed of the number of men in garrison at Talavera
de la Relna, for it could not have been a mere coincidence
that they attacked just on the day when there were only
a few militiamen in the town. It had been noticed, also,
that the Red air raids, which were frequent, only took
place when the Nationalist chaser "planes were not In the
vicinity. This naturally led to a strict search for spie%
not only at Talavera, but also in other centres.
For many miles the Tagus, ill guarded, formed the only
line of demarcation between the Reds and the Nationalists^
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